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EXECUTIVE An executive meeting of B.C,L,A. was held in New Westminster, 
MEETING December 12th, 1941, at which plans for the 1942 conference 

were discussed. As only three members were able to be present, 
no decisions were made regarding the program. 


It has been definitely ascertained, however, that B.C,L,A, is 
not incorporated under the "Societies Aot" as commonly assumed, Since it 
seems desirable to register the Association, it is probable that this busi- 
ness and matters relating ta our constitution, as well as that of the Cana- 
dian Library Council, will take up the major portion of the conference pro- 


gram. 








COMMITTEES Unemployment Insurance: At the meeting on January 8th, Mr, 

Taster reported briefly on Unemployment Insurance from the 
point of view of the Library, It is being interpreted and applied in differ- 
ent ways, A number of questions were asked and answered, 


Constitution: The committee appointed to study proposed 
amendments to the Constitution of the B,C,L,A. met at the Vancouver Public 
Library on Thursday evening, January 8th, and, as the issue of a prolonged 
discussion, recommends that the Constitution be amended in the following 
respects: 








(1) 


(2) 


(3) 


(4) 


(5) 
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Proposed Amendments to the Constitution of the B.C,L.A,. 





We recommend the phrase “and By-laws" be added after "Constitution" 
in the title of the Constitution. 


It was suggested that statement of objects be elaborated to read as 
follows: 


To promote library service and librarianship in 
British Columbia, 


To give consideration to all matters regularly sub- 
mitted to it by any of its members or by any of the local 
library associations, and generally to give counsel, guid- 
ance and leadership in all matters pertaining to or affect- 
ing library affairs throughout the Province, 


To receive, hold, use and dispose of funds and property 
from voluntary contributions, subscriptions, gifts and leg- 
acies, 


To do any and all such lawful things as are incidental 
or conducive to the attainment of the objects mentioned, 


The committee considered that present provisions.regarding membership 
should remain unaltered, but that the clause covering fees should be 
reconsidered at the coming Annual Meeting. This recommendation is in 
deference to strongly expressed views that individual fees should be 
scaled on the basis of salaries earned, with a fifty cent yearly fee 
for those earning up to twelve hundred a year, one dollar for those 
between twelve hundred and one and twenty-four hundred, and one dollar 
and a half for those earning a yearly salary over twenty-four hundred, 


The committee recommends provision that no office shall be held by 
anyone whose fees are in arrears, 


It is recommended that Articole 4, dealing with Officers, read as 
follows: 


The officers of the Association shall be Honorary 
President, President, Vice-President, and Secretary, all of 
whom shall be elected annuallys a Treasurer, who shall be 
elected for a period of three years, and the Editor of the 
B,C.L,A, Bulletin, who shall be appointed by the Executive 
Committee, 
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The President, Vice-President, Secretary, and Treas- 
urer, together with the Past-President, shall constitute 
the Executive Committee of the Association, with power to 
act for the Association between meetings and to appoint 
such committees as are necessary. 


All officers shall hold office until their successors 
are elected, 


(6) The Majority of the committee favour the idea that the Nominating 
Committee be elected at the Annual Meeting of the year preceding. 
This committee shall call for nominations two months ahead of the 
Annual Meeting, and in preparing their list of candidates for office 
shall submit at least two names for each office to be filled, It 
was thought wise to add a clause formally stating that when a choice 
is necessary, the vote shall be by secret ballot, 


(7) It is also recommended that the Nominating Committee be further em- 
powered to nominate B.C,L.A.‘s representative to P,N,L.A., and, that, 
in accord with the regulations set up by the constitution of that 
organization, notice be sent to their nominating committee six weeks 
before the annual meeting of that association, 


(8) It was also felt wise that the person or persons auditing the accounts 
of the Association should be elected at the Annual Meeting. 


(9) The committee favours several changes in Article 5, dealing with meet- 
ings, The committee is of the opinion that the Annual Meeting should 
be held Easter Week and that provision in that regard should be in- 
serted in the Constitution. 


(10) To the clause relative to the calling of special meetings it is recom- 
mended that a phrase be added necessitating that the pir pose of the 
meeting be specified. 


(11) The committee believes that the Constitution should be further amended 
to require that a quorum shall consist of twenty percent of the mem- 
bers, and that this shall apply to both general and special meetings, 


(12) It is recommended that the final clause of Article 5 be altered to 
read: 


The fiscal year of the Association shall end March 
3lst. All fees shall be due and payable on the first day of 
April in each year and if not paid before the first day of 
June following, membership in the Association shall lapse. 








othe 


(13) It is further recommended that Artiole 6, dealing with amendments 
be expanded to read: 


Any amendment or amendments to the Constitution 
may be made at the Annual Meeting of the Association, 
such amendment or amendments to be passed by a three- 
quarter majority of those members present. 


Notice of motion of amendment of the Consitution 
and By-laws shall be given at least ten days prior to 
date of meeting at which such motion shail be presented. 


(14) The committee recommends the addition of an article stating that 
the rules of order contained in Bourinot’s Rules of Order: Cana- 
dian Manual shall govern in all cases where they do not conflict 
with the rules of this organization. 








(15) Finally, while the foregoing amendments are all that are advanced 
by the committee concerned, it recommends that the Association 
authorize the continued study of our constitutional set-up so that 
the whole matter may be decisively dealt with at the next Annual 
Meeting following the one at which these amendments are considered. 


- Margaret Black, Secretary. 


SUGGESTED AMENDMENT TO B.C.L.A. CONSTITUTION 





At its annual meeting in 1942 and every fifth year there- 
after, one member shall be elected to the Canadian Library Council, such 
member to serve for a term of five years. Contingent vacancies shall be 
filled for the unexpired portion of the term of his (or her ) predecessor, 


No member so elected shall be eligible for re-election 
until after the expiry of one year from the determination of his previous 
term of office, 





A.LA. There are now 43 A,L,A, members in British Columbia. 
Article IV, Section I, of A,L,A, By-laws, reads: "Each 
state, provincial, or regional chapter, and each division, shall elect one 
councilor for its first 50 A.L,A, members .,.. Chapter representation 
shall be through state or provincial chapter unless the state or provincial 
associations in a certain region elect to take representation through a 
regional chapter and so notify the secretary of the council," 
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Article V, Section I, of A.L,A. By-laws reads: "State, 
provincial, territorial, or regional chapters of the American Library 
Association may be established by the Courcil at the written request 
of ten members of the Association residing in the territory within which 
the chapter is desired," 


The A.L.A, Midwinter Conference took place in Chicago 
December 28th through 3lst. Miss Clay attended as a Council member-at- 
large. Miss Stockett was present as a Council member representing the 
P,N.L.A. and holding proxies for British Columbia, Idaho and Washington. 
Montana is already a chapter member and Washington was granted chapter 
status on the 3lst. 





CANAD IAN The seven members of the Council met in Ottawa on 
LIBRARY October 28th and 29th to consider further the organiza- 
COUNCIL tion of a permanent body to represent libraries and li- 


brarians in Canada, Various matters were discussed and 
decisions reached, on sone of which action is now pending and no interim 
report may therefore be made in detail. 


A draft constitution was submitted which provided for a 
personnel of 10 members, one each to represent the provincial library 
associations, except the three Maritime Provinces which would have one 
representative, thus making seven in all. This group would then appoint 
three other members at large to represent various interests, Each member 
would serve five years, with the appointments staggered so that two would 
leave the Council each year, A revised Constitution will be presented to 
each provincial association for comment and approval at its 1942 annual 
meeting, at which time it will be asked to make its appointment. 


The publication of a Bulletin, field visitors for the 
more isolated parts of the country, printing the Canadian Catalogue of 
Books, a periodicals index, a National Library, the U,S. currency ex- 
change rate, War Defence Tax, filming of early Canadian newspapers, a 
directory of Canadian librarians and book service to the fighting forces 
were all discussed, On some of these action was taken, on others it was 
decided to postpone action. 


As a result of these deliberations, and after consultation 
with A,L,A, authorities, the plans and recommendations of the Council as 
at present constituted have been laid before two philanthropic bodies with 
a request for grants extending over various periods of years to enable 
certain projects to be carried out, By the time the permanent Council is 
organized and functioning, there should be some action which would enable 
it to carry on at least part of its program, Employment of a paid secre- 
tary with headquarters at Ottawa is also part of the plans of the Council, 


as well as an annual meeting of the Council. 
- E. S, R. 
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Miss Hincks reports "Actual book-business here is in- 

variably so undramatic that it makes very poor reporting. 
LIBRARY I find, upon coping with statistics for 1941, that we 

are down in juvenile circulation, and slightly up on the 
adult - the latter a matter for some quiet thankfulness as so many people 
have "lit out" from here in the past two years and there is little enough 
to bring fresh ones, In part, this shifting (often of established read- 
ers) accounts for the drop in juvenile circulation which concerns me a 
good deals; in part it is due to more available books in the schools, 


Finding that our local radio station is, for us, @ good 
means of advertising, we took on early in December a half-hour Children's 
programme on Saturday mornings. Unfortunately, time does not permit of 
any very elaborate programme, so through the Christmas Season to Twelfth 
Night we confined ourselves to suitable stories accompanied by rather 
attractive carols sung by our assistant, Miss Irving, Since then, I 
heave just carried on with the straight reading of a story and have been 
glad to hear that many people like it - notably the adults} We think, 
tentatively, that we will continue this until Easter, after which it is 
doubtful that it would justify the time involved. 


This season, too, feeling that a little colour might con- 
tribute something towards Christmas, we made a "stained glass" window 
to fit one of our large windows over the street, and visible from many 
points further up the hill. Made of Denison crepe paper, two old blinds 
and a linen-backed map (sounds like the "Yonghy-Bonghy=Bo" who had "two 
old chairs and half a candle"?) the materials cost us about $2.00, plus 
our Sundays for several weeks. But it was worth it, we feel, The city 
put us ina light, controlled by the street-lighting system, which il- 
luminated it after hours and during the days when we were closed, The 
illusion is very good, several people thinking at first that it really 
was of glass; we have two angels, one pointing down at and one up from 
a large book opened across the foot of the window and resting on a border 
of fruit and leaves. We hope to effect some small improvements for next 
year. 





NEW In 1941 the Carnegie Public Library took its first step 
WESTMINSTER by way of expansion when a deposit of children's books 
was placed in the Grade 6 class of the Queen Elizabeth 
LIBRARY Elementary School, Queensborough. The majority of the 
children in this district are of Italian, Japanese, Chi- 
nese, Hindu, Polish, Czech, Ukrainian, Russian, Norwegian, Swedish, Fin- 
nish, Hungarian, and German immigrant parents, who present a difficult 
educational and social problem, Under the able guidance of the princi-= 
pal, Mr, AF, Sweet, and a suitable selection of books, there has been a 
distinct advance in the average reading age of this class, and a note= 
worthy improvement in choice of reading material throughout the spring 
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and autumn terms of 1941, A gratifying result of the spring experi- 
ment was that out of a class of thirty-six, twenty continued to read. 
during the summer holidays by borrowing their books from the library. 


A decrease in circulation from 1940 figures was shown 
for 1941, totals being Adult Non-Fiction 20,623, Adult Fiction 54,025, 
Juvenile 19,357, grand total 94,605, Registration increased by 166 
members, and there were 44 more non-resident borrowers paying a member- 
ship fee in 1941 than in the previous year. The book stock was increased 
by 1,024 volumes, $3,362.50 being spent on books out of the total ex= 
penditure on all accounts of $13,673.66. The 1941 census of New West- 
minster recorded 21,602 persons, making the per capita expenditure for 
library purposes $,63, 





OKA NAGAN Mrs, Ffoulkes, librarian of the Okanagan Union Library 
UNION asks us these questions: "Did you know that the Okanagan 
LIBRARY Union Library has been left a legacy of $2500, by one of 


the original Board Members who died last Spring? 
Mr. Daniel H, Leech, of Salmon Arm, 


Did you know that according to the 1940 circulation re= 
turns Kelowna reads more books than any other place in B.C, till you come 
to New Westminster in the "Big City" olass? This may not be so when 
the 1941 figures are to hand, but here's hoping. 


Did you know that in spite of the fact that our book stock 
is less this year than it was last we still have one book per head for 
our whole population?" 





PRINCE Miss Van Cooten reports "A marked increase in circula- 
RUPERT tion of the books through the Prince Rupert Public Li- 
PUBLIC brary is shown in 1941, 

LIBRARY 


The jump in circulation throughout all sections is, of 
course, partly due to the increase in population and also due to the 
fact that more books were bought in 1941, both for the free adult and 
children's sections, 


The City of Prince Rupert found its way clear during the 
year 1941 to allow the library $225,00 for binding and $200,00 for new 
books for the free sections of the library. This is the first time in 
many years that the library has received financial aid for these two 
very important items, other than $100.00 received from the City for bind- 
ing in 1940, and we are very grateful to the City Commissioner for this 
consideration, 
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The library held its third tag day in March of last 
year under the direction of Mrs, W. Brass, The net proceeds amounted 
to $112.50, with which new books were bought for the free adult and 
children's sections, The seventeen taggers were all regular juvenile 
borrowers and their whole-hearted co-operation aided in making the 
tag day a great success, 


During the early part of 1941, a plea was made to the 
library by the K,C, and Y,M,C,A, Huts for discarded magazines, which 
they wished to distribute among the different military units, We are 
happy to be in a position to grant this request. 


The library was the recipient of a money gift from the 
Canadian Club which was greatly appreciated, also a gift was gratefully 
received from Hon. T.D,. Pattullo, With these monies books by Canadian 
authors were bought and placed in the free section. There were also 
several generous donations of books from the libraries of borrowers who 
were leaving the City and from the collections of existing members which 
have proved very acceptable," 





PUBLIC The Teachers' Professional Library in the Public Li- 
LIBRARY brary Commission is being made available to teachers 
COMMISSION in Victoria, Use of this library has heretofore been 





restricted to teachers in outlying districts and the 
smaller cities, excluding Vancouver and Victoria, Teachers in Vancouver 
have access to professional literature in the Vancouver Public Library 
and elsewhere, At the same time they may obtain on inter-library loan 
through Vancouver Public Library books from the above collection which 
would not be otherwise available to them. 





VANCOUVER The year 1941 saw gains in almost every department of 
the work. Finances, hours of opening, circulation, 
TIBRARY reference and book stock all improved over 1940, 


The quality of reading changed, a decided increase in 
the use of technical and useful arts being especially noticeable, Pam- 
phlets and ephemeral material, pictures and clippings also showed that 
time and timeliness are important factors in today's reading. 


Circulation was up 13,000 to a total of 786,517. 
Reference questions totalled 11,020 while membership dropped some 1,400 
to a total of 44,202. The total budget was $115,532.00. Hours of open- 
ing were increased on November lst to 63 per week at the Main Library 
and to 28 per week at Kitsilano Branch. At December 3lst, the book col- 
lection stood at 110,818, of which 36,015 volumes were in Reference and 
5,287 in the Schools Department. 
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The eighth successful year of operation of a series of 
adult education lectures rounded out a year of quality in work done 
rather than quantity, fiction reading constituting only 40.6% of total 
circulation, 





VICTORIA We were proud to note that John Moloney, now in Southern 
PUBLIC Rhodesia with the R.A.F. had received honorable mention 
LIBRARY from His Majesty the King for his flying in France at the 


time of Dunkirk. Prior to joining the Royal Air Force, 
Jack was employed as a page in the Victoria Public Library, 


In order to fit themselves as air-raid wardens, a large 
percentage of the Victoria Public Library staff are spending some of 
their spare time attending meetings of their district A.R,P. supple- 
mented by courses in First Aid and Anti-ges. 


The staff gladly welcomes Miss Thressa Pollock's return 
to work after nearly three months absence due to illness. 





WAR The Victoria section of the Auxiliary Services Library 
SERVICE sent out approximately 8,500 books to 47 units of the 
IBRARIES Armed Forces on Vancouver Island in 1941, latterly there 





has been a considerable improvement in the quality of 
books provided, made possible largely by funds allocated for this pur- 
pose by the I1.0,D.E, 





Miss Stockett who has been in charge of the work in the 
Greater Vancouver War Service Library since the staff began to work for 
it on February 27th, 1940, resigned in October, 1941. Her place has 
been taken by Miss Viola Johnson, 


During 1941 3,585 books were sent out to 24 different 
libraries, The central War Service Library now contains a fairly ex- 
tensive working collection. On the whole, the quality of the books 
has improved during the past year, since most of them are now added by 
purchase, ruther than through donations. 





PUBLIC A radio broadcast was given over CJOR by Miss Jessie 
RELATIONS Beatty and Miss Julia Stockett on November 6th. The 
subject was "The Adult Education Leotures sponsored by 
a Committee from the Vancouver Public Library." It was one of a series 
under the auspices of the Vancouver Parent-Teachers' Federation, 











On Thursday, November 20th, the Kiwanis Club enter- 
tained at luncheon guests who had assisted in vocational work in the 
schools, The Business Standards and Vocational Guidance Committee 
presented the program, Miss MoTavish and Miss Stockett represented 
the Vancouver Public Library, 





PERS ONAL Craig: Miss Margaret Craig, a graduate of the Univer- 
NOTES sity of Toronto Library school and formerly Children's 
librarian of the Winnipeg Public Library has been ap- 
pointed to the staff of the Boys’ and Girls' Department of the Vancouv- 
er Public Library. 





Fannin: Miss Jean Fannin is now on the staff of the Vancouver 
Island Union Library at Nanaimo. 


Goodall: The vacancy oreated by the resignation of Miss Amy 
Hutcheson as Children's Librarian of the Fraser Valley Union Library 
has been filled by Mrs. Ruth Goodall, formerly 1 member of the staff. 


Harvey: Miss Mary Harvey has resigned her position as Cataloguer 
for the Provincial Library and is now assistant in the Fine Arts and 
Music Division of the Reference Dept, of the Vancouver Public Library. 
She will be succeeded by Miss Georgiana Wilson, Cataloguer for the Public 
Library Commission. ' 


Hutcheson: Miss Amy Hutcheson, formerly Children's Librarien in the 
Fraser Valley Union Library, Abbotsford, was appointed to a similar posi- 
tion in the Carnegie Public Library, New Westminster, to succeed Mrs. 
Martha Ure, who retired on superannuation at the end of 1941. 


Hutchinson: Miss Gladys Hutchinson, for some years secretary to the 
Provincial Librarian and Archivist was married on January 1, 1942, to 
Mr. Garnet C, Fay of Calgary, Alberta.. Mrs. Fay has been elected an 
honourary member of the British Columbia Historical Association in ap- 
preciation of the very fine work she has done for the Association, 
particularly in connection with the "British Columbia Historical 
Quarterly", etc. ' 





McCharles: Miss Donalda McCharles who has been with the Science and 
Industry Division, Reference Dept, of the Vancouver Public Library since 
1936, resigned at the end of the year to join the nursing profession. 
The Reference Dept. invited the staff to a tea at which the guests of 
honour were Miss McCharles, Miss Alma Lott, who was being transferred 
to the Catalogue Dept., and four new members of the Reference Dept. 
staff, Miss Myrtle Bennett, Miss Joan Hills, Miss Sheila Kerr, and 

Miss Carolyn Marsh. 
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McNamee: 


Mostar: 
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Mrs, Christine McNamee, a graduate of the University 
of Visconsin Library School, has returned to the staff of the Pro- 
vincial Library at Victoria and will be in charge of the Documents 
Division. 


Mr, Roman Mostar, Cataloguer of the Fraser Valley 


Union Library, plans to enter the Dominion Air Training School, 
Vancouver, to take some technical training preliminary to joining 


the R,C,A.F,. 


As yet, the School cannot take him, but he will leave 


the library immediately he is called. His place will be taken by 
Mr, Stewart Rogers. 


Routledge: 





Miss Isabel Routledge of the Victoria Public Library 


was married on December 15, 1941, to Sergeant Observer Edward H. 
Robinson of the R,C.A.F. 


Sullivan: 
Public Library has left to join the Royal Canadian Navy. 


Mr, Sam Sullivan of the Bindery Staff of the Vancouver 












